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The Workshop

The Environmental Science Art workshop is designed to interest primary school students in 

environmental matters through drawing in the field, research, discussion, and painting. The students 

work together to create a large painting  representing individual habitats within an ecosystem  

showing associated land and marine animal and plant communities. 

During a field trip to the beach students make a visual survey by looking carefully and drawing the 

flora and fauna. More drawings are made in the classroom with reference material, building on the 

field observations. Attention is given to the importance of micro and macro flora and fauna as the 

basis of the food chain. 

Working individually with the artist, students learn how to plan a painting, sketch with charcoal, mix 

colour and apply paint.  The whole school community watch the artwork growing and other students 

are encouraged to become involved in the environmental issues.  

The painting and this presentation which documents the project are learning tools for other year 

groups in the school community. 



Going to Woodman Beach for a morning of looking and drawing.



Craig Wilson from South Metropolitan Coast Care NRM joined us to help identify the plant, 

bird  and animals that were found. 



Drawing is a great way to learn about nature because you have to look really carefully and work slowly and 

methodically. This plant Euphorbia is not a native dune plant, all the same it stabilizes the sand stopping the 

wind from blowing away the dunes and provides shelter for small animals and insects. 

Of course a native plant would be better.



Once you start looking you find lots of interesting things



Dune Plants



Field sketches with notes are very useful for remembering 

what you saw and for looking things up later



How many different types of marine plants can you find along the shore?

Posidonia australis                    Amphibolis griffithi Green Algae on seagrass        Kelp and Red Algae



Wet wrack, which is a combination of storm tossed seagrass and algae, is home to lots of tiny macro 

invertebrates which are food for birds and small fish. When you are at the beach look carefully and you 

will see sand hoppers jumping about, they are not much bigger than a grain of sand.  Keep looking you 

will see lots more.



A



Amphibolis antarctica and Globe Fish



Blue Swimmer Crabs like being in the seagrass 

because there are lots of delicious things to eat 

there.  They are very brave and fierce and wave 

their claws if disturbed by a snorkeler trying to 

get  a good photo like I was here.  This crab in the 

photo rushed out of the seagrass and dug himself 

into the sand so fast  he just seemed to disappear 

in a moment. This is a very good way to hide 

from predators.  





Every little plant on the dune is adapted to grow in very harsh circumstances and each plays an 

important role in dune stabilization. Without  plants to hold the sand in place the dunes would simply 

blow away and the coast would become more and more eroded with each storm. The dunes with their 

plants are a habitat for many different creatures like this little spider

Coastal Saltbush seedling   above

Spinifex hirsutus                  right



Biologists have to be detectives sometimes looking carefully at tracks to work out which 

animals live in which place. They often collect the poo of animals to see what they eat.

See if you can find any tracks or animal droppings and work out which animal made them. 

Do you ever find mouse droppings in the food cupboards or under your bed at home?



Animals in the wild donôt always appear when you want to draw them so sometimes you have to look 

them up in books.



After a field trip it is good to look 

up what you saw and try to work 

out what it is. 






